

CANADA’S LARGER DISASTERS AND EVACUATIONS
If you think that disasters are rare or only happen in Gander or Ontario, you have a surprise coming.  Many of these events would make excellent scenarios for disaster exercises and training.  By looking for debriefing reports on the internet, you can make your scenarios realistic and pertinent to Canadian emergency responders today.

The table below lists some of Canada’s larger disasters, evacuations and events.  This is not a comprehensive list.  In the late 1800s and early 1900s, there were numerous mine explosions and ship sinkings resulting in the loss of hundreds of lives.  They were not included in the list because mine disasters werealmost certain in those days and there is little emergency response that can be made by amateur radio to ships sinking at sea.  As well, numerous floods and forest fires result every year in the evacuation of hundreds of people.  To list every single fire or flood evacuation would make the list into the hundreds of pages.
The downing of Swiss Air 111 shows the need for amateur communications in the modern age - even for a jet downed at sea - and any event which may require ground based resources has been listed.  Events lasting for several days or weeks, such as floods are listed by the general start of the event.  If possible, the exact date has been included.
If you are aware of any incorrect information, please send me a quick e-mail to ve7tox@tox.ca with the details.  Any assistance correcting obvious mistakes would be greatly appreciated.  
This is not meant to be a comprehensive list.  Starting from 1979, more details have been added.  As time permits, the details of events from 1900 to 1979 will be filled in.  

For a comprehensive list of Canadian disasters, you can check out the Government of Canada’s site at http://www.ocipep-bpiepc.gc.ca/disaster/default.asp 
	DATE
	LOCATION AND EVENT
	FAT.
	INJ.
	EVAC.
	NOTES

	1700/??/??
	Vancouver Island Subduction Quake
	
	
	
	9.0+ Richter Scale 

	1900
	Hull, QC
	7
	0
	15,000
	A small chimney fire in Hull quickly spread to neighbouring buildings and then engulfed the Eddy lumberyard. A strong wind carried the fire to the Ottawa side. By the time the fire ended, 3000 buildings had been destroyed in the Ottawa-Hull region.

	1900
	Remains of the "Galveston Hurricane" Sinks Many Ships in Atlantic Provinces**
	86**
	
	
	

	1903/04/29
	Frank Slide, Turtle Mtn, AB
	70
	23
	
	

	1906
	Wreck of "Valencia" off Vancouver Island
	343
	0
	
	CP steamship "Princess Sophia", carrying miners from Yukon and Alaska, became stranded on Vanderbilt Reef. Rescuers were unable to remove the 268 passengers and 75 crewmen due to a strong northerly gale. The next day, weather conditions worsened and the ship sank, killing all on board.

	1908/04/26
	Landslide into Lièvre R., Notre-Dame-de-la-Salette QC
	33
	
	
	

	1908/08/01
	Kootenay Valley Fire, Elk River BC, Fernie & Michel Destroyed
	70-100
	
	
	

	1909/11/28
	Landslide, Burnaby & New Westminster BC, Train Derailed.
	22
	15
	
	

	1910
	CPR Derailment, (Spanish R.) Sudbury, ON
	43
	
	
	

	1910/03/05
	Avalanche in Rogers Pass BC 
	62
	
	
	

	1910/06/14
	Montreal Herald Building Collapses 
	32
	
	
	

	1911
	Forest Fire, South Porcupine ON
	73-100
	
	
	

	1912/04/12
	"Titanic" Hits Iceberg About 350 Miles SE of NF
	1,522
	
	
	Halifax used as a morgue – lessons learned used 5 years later.

	1912/06/20
	Regina SK Tornado (called "Cyclone" 
in some reports)
	28-30
	100
	2500
	more than 400 of the finest buildings in the city were destroyed

	1914
	Coal Dust Explosion, Hillcrest AB (Crowsnest Pass area)
	189
	
	
	

	1914
	"Empress of Ireland"/"Storstad" Collision off Rimouski QC
	1,014
	0
	0
	

	1914/05/28
	Empress Of Ireland Sinking
	1024
	0
	0
	

	1914/06/19
	Hillcrest Mine Explosion Ab
	189
	48
	
	

	1915
	Britannia Mine Avalanche, Howe Sound BC
	57
	
	
	

	1916
	Forest Fire Ignited by Lightning, Cochrane / Matheson ON
	233
	
	
	

	1916
	Second Quebec Bridge Collapse
	13
	
	
	

	1917/12/06
	Halifax Harbour Explosion
	1963
	9000
	6000
	1600 buildings destroyed, 12000 damaged, and 6000 people left homeless. The French munitions freighter "Mont Blanc" collided with the Belgian relief ship "Imo" in Halifax Harbour: the Mont Blanc, full of ammunition, caught fire and exploded, devastating the cities of Halifax and Dartmouth: this was the largest man-made explosion ever to occur prior to the first nuclear explosion.

	1918
	Influenza Epidemic 1918-1925
	50,000
	2,000,000
	
	part of a world-wide outbreak, Spanish Influenza hit Canadians hard, affecting more than one quarter of the population

	1918
	"Princess Sophia" Runs Aground off Northern BC 
	343
	
	
	

	1918
	Fire at Grey Nunnery, Montreal QC
	53
	
	
	

	1919/06/21
	Winnipeg General Strike Bloody Sunday
	2
	30-50
	
	30,000 strikers

	1921/10/28
	Landslide, Dam Burst and Flood, Britannia Beach BC, 
	37
	
	
	

	1922
	Forest Fire, Haileybury ON
	44
	
	
	

	1922
	Colliery Explosion-I, Comox BC
	18
	
	
	

	1923
	Colliery Explosion, Comox BC - II
	33
	
	
	

	1927
	"Laurier Palace" Theatre Fire in Montreal QC
	77
	
	
	

	1927
	School Fire, Quebec City QC
	40
	
	
	

	1927/08/04
	August Gale Off Ns
	100
	
	
	Off Sable Island

	1929
	Newfoundland Tsunami
	28
	
	
	Burin Peninsula.  Canada’s largest earthquake related death toll.

	1929
	Tsunami Hits Burin Peninsula, NF 
	28
	
	
	

	1935/08/25
	Storm Destroys Villages in NF,  
	50
	
	
	

	1936
	Train hits Farm Truck at Level Crossing,  Louiseville QC
	22
	
	
	

	1936
	Severe Summer Heat Wave in MB & ON 
	1,180
	
	
	(incl. 400 drownings while trying to cool off)

	1938
	School Fire, St. Hyacinthe QC
	40
	
	
	

	1938/10/10
	Forest Fire Started by Settlers' Brush Fires, Dance Township ON, 
	17
	
	
	

	1941/03/14
	Prairie Blizzard causes deaths in Three Provinces and USA
	76
	
	
	

	1941/10/30
	American Airlines DC3 Crashes near St. Thomas, ON
	20
	
	
	

	1942
	Arsonist Sets Knights of Columbus Hostel Fire, St. John's NF
	99
	
	
	

	1942
	Troop Train Hits Stopped Passenger Train, Almonte ON
	36
	
	
	

	1942
	"Truxton" & "Pollux" Aground off NF
	204
	
	
	

	1943/10/19
	RCAF Liberator Bomber (B24) Crash, Saint-Donat QC (airmen travelling on leave)
	24
	
	
	

	1944/12/11
	Snowstorm in Southern Ontario
	21
	
	
	

	1946
	Lake St. Clair Tornado
	17
	
	
	

	1946/09/15
	RCAF Transport Plane (C-47 Dakota) Crashes, near Estevan SK 
	20
	
	
	

	1946/09/18
	Belgian Sabena DC4 Crashes SW of Gander Lake NF
	27
	
	
	

	1947
	Passenger Trains Collide at Dugald, E. of Winnipeg MB
	31-40
	
	
	

	1947/04/28
	Trans Canada Air Lines Lockheed Loadstar Crashes, near Vancouver 
	15
	
	
	

	1948/07/24
	Rimouski Air DC3 Crashes in Fog at Cap des Rosiers, Gaspé QC
	26
	
	
	

	1949/09/09
	Bomb Explodes 40 Miles East of Québec City on Québec Air DC3 
	23
	
	
	

	1949/09/17
	"Noronic" Burns, in Toronto Harbour
	118
	
	
	

	1950
	Trains Collide, Canoe River BC
	21
	
	
	

	1950
	Red River Flood MB
	1
	
	
	

	1950/01/26
	US Military Transport Plane Lost near Snag Yukon
	44
	
	
	

	1951/10/17
	Queen Charlotte Air Catalina Crashes into Mt. Benson, near Nanaimo BC
	23
	
	
	

	1951/12/30
	North Continental Airlines C46E Crashesnear Cobourg ON
	26
	
	
	

	1952
	MacGregor Mine Explosion, Stellarton NS
	19
	
	
	

	1952/1/19
	Northwest Orient Airlines DC4 Crashesoff Sandspit BC
	36
	
	
	

	1953
	Bus Plunges into Williamsburg Canal, Morrisburg ON
	20
	
	
	

	1953-54
	Polio Outbreaks Prior to Salk Vaccine
	638
	
	
	

	1954
	Bus Truck Collision, Yamachiche QC
	15
	
	
	

	1954/09/08
	Trans-Canada Airliner Collides with RCAF Trainer, near Moose Jaw SK
	36
	
	
	

	1954/10/15
	Hurricane Hazel, ON
	83
	
	
	

	1956
	Springhill NS Mine Disaster - II
	39
	
	
	

	1956/05/15
	CF100 Crashes, into Convent near Ottawa
	15
	
	
	

	1956/12/09
	TCA Northstar Crashes, near Hope BC onto Mt. Slesse
	62
	
	
	

	1957/08/11
	Maritime Central Airways DC4 Crashes at Issoudun QC (40 km SW of Quebec City)
	79
	
	
	

	1958
	Springhill NS Mine Disaster - III
	75
	
	
	

	1958
	Second Narrows Bridge Collapse, Vancouver
	18
	
	
	

	1958/11/07
	Fire at Olfields Apartments,  
Montreal QC 
	18
	
	
	

	1960
	Gas Explosion in Store, Windsor ON
	11
	
	
	

	1960
	Bus - Station Wagon Collision E. of Ottawa ON
	11
	
	
	

	1960
	Students Die in School Bus -Train Level Crossing Crash, Lamont, AB
	17
	
	
	

	1963/06/03
	Northwest Orient DC7 Crash NW of Queen Carlotte Is. BC
	101
	
	
	

	1963/11/29
	TCA DC8 Crash, Sainte-Thérèse QC
	118
	
	
	

	1964
	Severe Winter Storm Hits Maritimes
	23
	
	
	

	1965
	Apartment Explosion and Fire, LaSalle QC
	28
	
	
	

	1965
	Granduc Mountain Avalanche, Stewart BC
	26
	
	
	

	1965
	St. Lawrence R. Flood and Ice Jam Downstream from Montréal
	20
	
	
	

	1965/07/08
	CP Air DC6B Explodes and Crashes at Dog Creek W of  100-Mile House BC 
	52
	
	
	

	1966
	Level (Train) Crossing  Accident, Dorion QC (19 teenagers and bus driver killed)
	20
	
	
	

	1966
	Ore Carrier "D.J. Morrell" Sinks in Lake Huron
	28
	
	
	

	1966
	Chemical Plant Fire, La Salle QC
	11
	
	
	

	1967/09/05
	Czechoslovakian Ilyushin Turboprop Crashes on Takeoff Gander NF
	37
	
	
	

	1969
	Nursing Home Fire, Notre-Dame-du-Lac QC
	54
	
	
	

	1969
	Victoria Hotel Fire, Dunnville ON
	13
	
	
	

	1969
	60-hour Snowstorm Dumps 70 cm. on Montreal
	15
	
	
	

	1970/07/05
	Air Canada DC8 Crash, at Toronto Airport
	109
	0
	0
	Engine fire

	1970/08/20
	Sudbury Ontario Tornado
	6
	200
	0
	

	1970/10/05
	Quebec Crisis
	1
	1
	0
	War Measures Act invoked.

	1971/05/04
	Leda Clay Landslide Opens Crater after Rainstorm, St-Jean-Vianney QC
	31
	0
	1500
	Entire town evacuated  - during a lengthy rainstorm, a rapid retrogressive flowslide in leda clay swept away several homes as a 213 metre hole appeared in the ground swallowing the houses, several cars and a bus

	1972/09/01
	"Blue Bird" Bar Fire in Montreal
	37
	50
	0
	The fire was set in the "Blue Bird" nightclub by three patrons who were ejected from the establishment earlier in the evening

	1973/03/18
	Bus - Truck Collision During Blizzard, Hwy 400, Barrie ON
	12
	43
	
	43 injuries due to blizzard.

	1974
	Bus Plunges into Ravine, St. Joseph de la Rive, QC - I
	13
	
	
	

	1974/10/30
	Pan Arctic Electra Crash, Rea Point NWT
	32
	
	
	

	1975
	"Go"  Train - Bus Collision, Toronto ON
	10
	
	
	

	1975/04/03
	Tornado at Windsor ON
	9
	30
	0
	

	1975/07/25
	Tornado at St. Bonaventure, QC
	3
	59
	918
	

	1975/11/10
	"Edmund Fitzgerald" Founders and Sinks, Lake Superior
	29
	0
	0
	

	1976/02
	Sour Gas well blowout at Pincher Creek AB
	0
	0
	?
	Evacuation of a 400 square mile area due to gas.

	1976/12/26
	Nursing Home Fire at Petty Harbour, near  St. John's NF
	21
	0
	0
	

	1977
	Transport Truck - Bus - Pickup Collision, Nanaimo BC
	11
	0
	0
	

	1977/01/01
	Cell Block Fire, Saint John NB
	20
	0
	0
	

	1978/01/26
	Ontario Snow Storm
	8
	400
	0
	Heavy snow and high winds (>115 km/hr), extensive damage done

	1978/02/11
	PWA 737 Crash,  Cranbrook BC
	42
	4
	0
	Boeing 737 coming in to land was destroyed when it tried to avoid hitting a snowplow on the runway.

	1978/08/04
	Bus Plunges into Lac d'Argent, Eastman, Eastern Townships QC
	41
	0
	0
	The brakes on a chartered bus failed and the bus plunged into Lac d'Argent

	1979
	Bus Crashes into Overpass, St. Hyacinthe QC
	11
	
	
	

	1979/02/21
	North York ON gasoline leak
	0
	0
	5000
	gasoline had escaped from a separator and gone into the sewer system underneath the industrial area

	1979/03/02
	Edmonton Pipeline Explosion
	0
	1
	19,000
	Several hundred emergency personnel using 100 buses evacuated 19,000 after a construction crew ruptured a natural gas pipeline which subsequently blew up.

	1979/03/29
	Quebec Air Fairchild F27 Crashes, on Take-off, from Quebec City
	17
	7
	0
	

	1979/04
	Manitoba Floods
	0
	0
	10000
	

	1979/11/10
	Mississauga Derailment, Toronto
	0
	0
	255,000
	CPR train of 106 cars carrying many dangerous chemicals derailed near Morris Road in Mississauga and burst into flames, creating a spectacular explosion. The proximity of tank cars containing chlorine to propane tank cars that may have exploded, and released a toxic cloud of chlorine, forced the evacuation of 225,000 people.

	1980
	Tanker Truck/Bus Collision at Webb SK near AB/SK Border
	22
	11
	0
	A bus carrying CPR workers and truck collided on the TransCanada highway near Webb

	1980/01/01
	Social Club Fire, Chapais QC
	44
	55
	0
	Arson Fire at a social club.

	1980/07/14
	Nursing Home Fire, Mississauga ON, 
	21
	35
	0
	

	1981/07/28
	Calgary Hailstorm
	2
	0
	0
	One of the most damaging hailstorms in Canada hit Calgary; it lasted 15 minutes and did almost $300 million dollars damage.

	1981/10/28
	Squamish Landslide
	9
	0
	0
	cars plunged into creek after debris flow had destroyed bridge during heavy rains and increased water levels

	1981/10/30
	Greater Vancouver flooding / Squamish Pemberton
	10
	0
	
	The accompanying wind caused hydro blackouts throughout Greater Vancouver, the Fraser Valley and along the Sunshine Coast. Blocked culverts and plugged storm drains caused extensive damage to surrounding areas. The following creeks reported the majority of the flooding: Lynn Creek, Seymour Creek and Mosquito Creek. Areas which received the most damage were: District of North Vancouver, City of North Vancouver, Pemberton, Squamish and Howe Sound.

	1982/01/19
	Labrador City, NF
	3
	0
	2000
	temperatures of -30°C and colder and 130 km/h winds caused power lines to snap from the weight of ice; the city was left without power

	1982/02/14
	Drilling Rig "Ocean Ranger" Sinks 
off NF
	84
	0
	0
	

	1982/02/28
	Orillia, ON train derailment
	0
	0
	1200
	freight train hauling toxic chemicals and inflammable liquids was derailed near Orillia

	1982/06/14
	Montreal Tornado
	5
	26
	0
	extensive damage; hundreds of homes and barns flattened.

	1982/10/14
	Toronto bombing
	0
	10
	0
	Toronto plant was bombed; the Direct Action group claimed responsibility for the attack. The plant was manufacturing components for cruise missiles.

	1983/01/10
	Curling, NF Tanker Crash
	0
	0
	24,339
	gasoline truck, was going up an icy hill on O'Connell Dr. in Curling when it went backwards down the hill and landed in a ditch. Rocks punched 5 holes in the tanker's 3 compartments

	1984/05/08
	Quebec National Assembly Shootings
	3
	13
	0
	Three people were killed, 13 injured (4 badly, 2 had a nervous breakdown). The shooting initiated a psychological support program for employees, and heightened security measures.

	1984/07/15
	Quebec Tornados
	1
	43
	0
	destruction of 300 houses

	1984/09/03
	Montreal QC
	3
	45
	0
	retired U.S. military officer planted a bomb in Montréal's Central Station to protest a papal visit to Canada scheduled to take place the following week

	1984/10/06
	Squamish/Pemberton BC Flooding
	1
	0
	300
	Persistent heavy rains over three days caused severe flooding in the Pemberton, Squamish, and Lion's Bay areas

	1985/05/31
	Barrie / Central Ontario Tornadoes
	12
	500
	800
	More than 100 buildings were damaged, 300 houses were also destroyed. Severe thunderstorms and hail. Power outages, damage to 150 farms

	1985/06/23
	Air India 747 Crash, off Ireland 
	329
	0
	0
	280 Canadians on board.  Air India flight 182 en route from Toronto to India crashed in the North Atlantic: the crash was caused by a terrorist bomb.

	1985/12/12
	Gander Air Crash
	256
	0
	0
	chartered DC-8 crashed seconds after take-off from a refuelling stop from Newfoundland's Gander International Airport: all aboard perished

	1986/02/08
	VIA/CN Trains Collide, Hinton AB
	26
	71
	0
	westbound CN freight train collided with an eastbound VIA Rail passenger train on the CN main line, 17.6 kilometres east of Hinton

	1986/03/01
	Timmons ON 
	0
	0
	5000
	railway tank car leaked thousands of litres of gasoline into storm sewers prompting an evacuation

	1986/05/15
	Fires in NB and NF
	0
	0
	2000
	Severe fire seasons affects numerous towns.

	1987
	Edmonton Tornado
	27
	600
	1700
	1700 left homeless, damage of $662 million dollars.

	1988/07/05
	Lesser Slave Lake Flooding, AB
	0
	0
	2800
	Over 800 homes flooded, 500 of them severely damaged. Approximately 2800 residents were evacuated from the area.

	1988/07/05
	Heat Wave, Central and Southern ON, Prairies
	14
	0
	0
	6 days  - 14 elderly people died in Ontario of heat related factors. Toronto on July 7 had a high of 37.2°C (hottest day since 1953). On July 28 rotating black-outs eased the power drain with the potential of a complete power failure. Ice companies were overwhelmed with order and quickly sold out.

	1988/08/23
	Saint-Basile-le-Grand QC Chemical Fire
	0
	0
	5000
	A fire broke out in a warehouse containing 84.8 m³ of toxic solid and liquid wastes containing PCBs; nearly 5000 people were evacuated for 17 days over an area of 14 km²

	1989
	Logging Truck Hits Hayride in NB
	13
	
	
	

	1989
	Gunman Kills Women at École Polytechnique, Montreal
	15
	
	
	

	1989/01/30
	Cold Wave from Yukon to Ontario, 
	13
	100
	0
	Freezing caused pipes to burst in British Columbia; 30.5 cm of snow in one day in Edmonton and the temperature plummeted from +3°C to -26°C in 7 hours; 13 weather related deaths.  20,000 without power in BC

	1989/03/10
	Dryden ON jet crash
	24
	45
	0
	Air Ontario F-28 passenger plane crashed shortly after take-off from a scheduled stop in Dryden

	1989/07
	Summer fires in northern MB
	0
	0
	25,000
	One of the worst forest fires in Canadian history raged across northern Manitoba forcing the evacuation of 25,000 people in 25 communities; many were airlifted to Winnipeg. In 1989, Manitoba experienced 1,229 forest fires

	1989/09/12
	Tanker / Bus crash in Ottawa, ON
	1
	0
	0
	The driver of a tank truck carrying 57 m³ of gasoline lost control and crashed into a public transport bus; both the truck and bus were destroyed by fire, and 40 m³ of gasoline were released

	1989/10/02
	Sudbury Ontario Truck Crash
	2
	1
	0
	vehicle collision caused a transport truck carrying 42 tonnes of sulphuric acid to crash into a ditch; the tank was punctured by a rock, causing 30 tonnes of acid to be released

	1989/11/08
	Southwestern BC Flooding
	0
	0
	28
	500 homes flooded and major highways closed.

	1989/12/12
	Train derailment St. Leonard d’Aston, QC
	0
	0
	840
	100m of track was torn-up, two homes severely damaged, a level crossing completely blocked; 15 of the derailed cars carried hazardous materials; 840 people were evacuated.

	1989/12/25
	Ungava QC Earthquake
	0
	0
	0
	The first earthquake in eastern North America to have produced surface faulting. Magnitude: 6.3

	1990/02/12
	Hagersville ON Tire Fire
	0
	0
	1700
	A fire was set by arsonists in a pile of 14 million used tires; the fire took 17 days to extinguish; the toxic runoff from the melting tires and the fear of toxins in the oily smoke became a prime focus for media attention. The Environment Canada accident report states that 1700 people were evacuated in a radius of 4 km for 17 days

	1990/02/23
	Vancouver Harbour Ship Collision
	0
	0
	0
	Two ships collide in fog releasing 40 tonnes of marine diesel oil into harbour.

	1990/03/19
	La Baie, QC Explosion
	2
	12
	0
	by-products of aluminium manufacturing were being loaded onto a Norwegian ship when a pocket of gas was released and caused a serious explosion; two sailors were killed, one seriously injured, and 11 by-standers were also injured.

	1990/05/16
	St. Amable, QC Tire Fire
	0
	0
	300
	A fire started accidentally in a pile of 3.5 million tires and took three days to extinguish.  150 evacuated and 150 confined to homes.

	1990/06/09
	BC Mudslides
	7
	0
	
	avalanche caused by heavy rains and flooding; washouts and mudslides closed sections of three highways (Highways 5, 33, 97) and destroyed 7 homes

	1990/07/11
	Oka Civil Unrest
	1
	1
	10000
	

	1990/07/20
	Old Crow Fires YT
	0
	0
	1456
	

	1990/11/08
	BC Flooding
	0
	0
	309
	309 people evacuated and eight homes destroyed; heavy rains caused widespread flooding over a wide area of southwestern British Columbia and Vancouver Island; the British Columbian interior was cut off from the coast for several days as highways were shut down by landslides and road washouts.

	1991
	Collision of Transport Truck and Van, Cobalt ON
	11
	
	
	

	1991/01/11
	Cochrane ON Pipeline explosion
	0
	0
	0
	The failure and explosion of a section of pipeline resulted in approximately 25.5 meters of pipe to blow out and release approx. 1 billion m³ of high pressure natural gas.

	1991/04/07
	Chaudière River QC flooding
	0
	0
	1000
	

	1991/05/01
	Chemical Fire at Niverville, MB
	0
	0
	1500
	warehouse containing granulised fertiliser and thousands of litres of herbicides and pesticides; emergency responders used special techniques to extinguish with water, then trenches were dug to try to recover the polluted water; 1500 people were evacuated

	1991/06/29
	Betsiamites QC regional fires
	0
	0
	7000
	Series of major fires.

	1991/07/09
	St. Lazare MB derailment
	0
	0
	400
	two cars of acetic anhydride and two cars of methanol ruptured, causing a toxic cloud; 400 residents of St. Lazare were evacuated for 6 days and 500 without water for 2 days.

	1991/07/22
	Sarnia Refinery Fire
	0
	0
	5000
	

	1991/08/05
	Kinsella/Wainwright AB truck/train crash
	4
	0
	0
	train struck a tractor-trailer unit loaded with light crude oil; the subsequent explosion and fire killed the driver and the three train crew members; the train pushed the truck for 3 km, spilling oil and propagating the fire; an area of 1.5 km² required cleaning.

	1991/08/27
	Maskinongé QC and region Tornado
	0
	15
	0
	60% of all buildings in the village of Maskinongé were damaged, the power lines were down and telephone service stopped; no drinking water was available

	1991/10/01
	Hercules Aircraft Crashes Near Alert NU
	18
	1
	0
	

	1992/03/04
	Peace River Flooding AB
	0
	0
	3800
	ice jams caused water levels to rise 4.3 m above average; water levels peaked at 15 m; extensive flooding necessitated the evacuation of approximately 3800 residents of the town for at least three days; approximately 20 homes sustained severe damage

	1992/03/22
	Nanaimo BC Hazmat
	0
	0
	200
	A tanker truck overturned in a residential area and leaked a total of 200 litres of methanol; three nearby apartment buildings 

	1992/05/09
	Westray Coal Mine Explosion, Plymouth NS
	26
	0
	0
	

	1992/05/18
	Attawapiskat flooding, ON
	0
	0
	1000
	

	1992/05/25
	Train derailment in Longlac, ON
	0
	0
	800
	train carrying 4 ammonia cars derailed causing a leak.  800 evacuated for 3 days.

	1992/09/18
	Bombing at the Giant Coal Mine, Yellowknife NT
	9
	0
	0
	Bombing of mine during strike.

	1992/12/18
	Oakville MB train derailment
	0
	0
	410
	29-car derailment of a 41-car train and subsequent Chemical release caused the evacuation of the 410 residents of Oakville for 24 days

	1992/12/21
	St. John’s NF City Fire
	0
	0
	500
	The city's worst fire in 50 years touched off a series of propane tank explosions and forced evacuation of approximately 500 people, destroyed 11 businesses and left approximately 100 people homeless

	1993
	Truck/Bus Crash Lac Bouchette QC
	20
	
	
	

	1994/05/25
	Chemical leak in Sydney, NS
	0
	0
	500
	An explosion and fire of a PCB transformer at a steel factory threatened to cause a major toxic discharge; the surrounding residents were alerted by the noise, pungent, thick smoke, and simultaneous electrical black-out; 500 residents downwind were evacuated to at least 10 km away

	1994/08/04
	Aylmer Tornado QC
	0
	4
	1000
	F3 tornado hits the heavily populated district of Aylmer. 385 houses sustained damages, 12 being totally destroyed and 40 being heavily damaged. 250 families had to be evacuated

	1994/10/17
	Lethbridge Train Derailment
	0
	0
	200
	Six railway cars containing a total of 250 tonnes of methanol became derailed from some damaged tracks just north of downtown Lethbridge; the seals were broken on two of the cars, allowing the methanol to escape

	1995/08/11
	Toronto Train Crash
	3
	140
	0
	Toronto Transit Commission subway trains collided underground between two stations. 

	1996
	Gunman Kills Family & Self, Vernon BC
	10
	
	
	

	1996/04/20
	Ontario Tornados
	0
	9
	0
	Significant property damage occurred; 9 people were injured by 2 F-3 tornadoes.

	1996/07/06
	Saguenay Floods,  QC
	10
	0
	15,825
	290 mm of rainfall in less than 36 hours and caused at least 10 deaths. Thousands of homes, roads and bridges washed out; Downed power lines. A total of 15,825 people had to leave their homes. At least 20 major bridges heavily damaged. Greater than 50 towns and villages inundated, or main roads destroyed and electricity cut off. The Canadian Red Cross sent 1600 volunteers

	1996/10/26
	Montreal Quebec office building fire
	0
	0
	0
	Fire struck the 10th floor of the Plaza Alexis-Nihon office tower. It took 200 fire-fighters around 13 hours to stop the blaze

	1997/04/19
	Peace River Floods
	0
	0
	4000
	Ice jams on the Peace River which backed up on Heart River, causing flooding of Peace River and Fort McMurray both

	1997/05
	Manitoba Floods
	0
	0
	25,500
	Over 7000 military personnel were employed for 36 days to assist in preventing flood damage and in relocating the 25447 evacuees

	1997/07/06
	Hamilton Ontario Plastics Fire
	0
	0
	4000
	Plastics recycling plant caught fire and caused severe air pollution; an evacuation for residents living within 15 blocks of the fire involved approximately 4000 people; an evacuation centre was set up. 

	1997/10/16
	Bus Plunges into Ravine, St. Joseph de la Rive QC - II
	43
	0
	0
	

	1998/01/06
	Ice Storm Ravages Eastern Canada
	26
	
	600,000
	At the height of the disaster: More than 200 Québec communities declared a disaster; 1,291,500 residences (affecting 3,228,750 people) were without power; 57 Ontario communities declared a disaster; 250,000 customers (1,500,000 people) were without power in Eastern Ontario.

	1998/03/07
	Spring Floods in ON and QC
	0
	0
	3757
	Numerous communities evacuated.

	1998/05
	Swan Hills, AB fires
	0
	0
	2400
	Swan Hills evacuated twice, 2400 each time.

	1998/07
	Ontario Fires
	0
	0
	1400
	Numerous evacuations over the summer.

	1998/08/17
	Salmon Arm Fire, BC
	0
	0
	7000
	20 homes destroyed and 15 farm buildings.

	1998/09/02
	Swissair MD11 Crashes, 2 September, off Peggy's Cove NS (Flight 111)
	229
	0
	0
	Search lasted for 8 weeks and over 3000 people were involved in the operation.

	1999
	Avalanche, 

Kangiqsualujjuaq QC
	9
	25
	0
	Quebec’s worst avalanche

	1999
	Summer Fires
	0
	0
	4500
	Fires across SK, MB and ON force numerous evacuations.

	1999/01/25
	Taylor B.C
	0
	15 
	2000
	The town of Taylor BCwas completely evacuated following a series of gas explosions at the Solex Gas Liquids plant. Many of the injured were firefighters inside the plant when it exploded.

	1999/04/23
	Thamesville Ontario Rail Crash
	2
	60
	0
	Commuter train crashes into tank cars.

	1999/07/04
	Clearwater AB Flooding
	0
	0
	350
	A hundred kilometers of road and several bridges destroyed.

	1999/07/06
	Drumondville QC Tornado
	1
	4
	200
	

	1999/09/24
	Vancouver Windstorm
	0
	0
	0
	100,000 residents without power, 4,000 without power for three days.  Highest wind gusts ever for September.

	1999/10
	Little Saskatchewan Indian Reserve
	0
	0
	170
	Toxic mould forces evacuation of 170 people from homes.

	1999/12/30
	St. Hilaire, QC
	2
	0
	1400
	Fuel train derailment and crash.

	2000/05/24
	E-Coli in Water Supply, Walkerton ON
	7
	2300
	0
	

	2000/07/14
	Pine Lake AB Tornado
	12
	140
	1000
	

	2000/08/01
	Chetwynd BC Oil Spill
	0
	0
	0
	1 million litres of crude oil into the Pine River, causing extensive fish kill and the wells that supplied drinking water to farms located along the river were contaminated

	2000/11/02
	Flooding in Sydney NS
	0
	1
	800
	100 millimetres of rain fell in a 24-hour period, flooding streets and forcing the evacuation of 200 families

	2000/11/20
	Rogers Pass Crash
	6
	21
	0
	Tour bus crash with semi trailer closes Rogers Pass highway for 14 hours.

	2001/09/11
	September 11 Terror Attacks in USA – flight diversions to 15 Canadian airports.
	2,798
	2400+
	44,000 diverted passengers  including 6,600 in Gander
	Evacuations due to diverted flights landing in Gander and numerous other diverted flights to most major Canadian cities.

	2003
	Back-to-back Avalanches, Jan. and Feb., near Revelstoke BC Bury Skiers (seven each)
	14
	
	
	

	2003
	SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome) Outbreak, March - July, Toronto, ON
	44
	
	
	

	2003/08
	Interior BC Fires
	
	
	20,000
	Severe drought causes evacuations of numerous towns – Louis Creek virtually wiped off the map.

	2003/08
	Kelowna Fire
	
	
	30,000
	Friday firestorm results in 30,000 people being evacuated – some with only 3 minutes warning.

	
	Squamish Whistler Flash Floods
	4
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